
Desert Hills High School Graduation Requirements
SCIENCE  

3 credits including:  courses from two of the four areas of science on the Foundation Courses list PLUS an additional course from the Foundation Courses 
list or Applied and Advanced Courses list

Foundation Courses:
    Area 1:  Biology, Human Biology, Ag. Biology, AP Biology

    Area 2:  Chemistry, AP Chemistry
    Area 3:  Earth Systems Science

    Area 4:  Physics, Physics/Engineering, AP Physics
Advanced and Applied Courses:

Animal Science, Medical Anatomy and Physiology, Pre-Engineering Tech, or concurrent enrollment science
COURSE # COURSE NAME CREDIT GRADE DESCRIPTION PREREQUISITE FEE
3520 BIOLOGY 1 10-12 This course exposes students to a wide range 

of biological science topics in ecology, cell 
biology and genetics, diversity of life, and 
change through time.  The development of 
reading, writing, and critical thinking skills in 
science will be emphasized.  Students will 
acquire basic science skills through 
participation in various hands-on activities and 
labs.

$15

3740 ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
BIOLOGY

1 12 This is a college-level biology course.  
Emphasis is on reading (outside of class) and 
class discussions about cell biology, genetics, 
heredity, biodiversity, evolution and ecology.  
Students can earn college credit by 
successfully completing the AP Biology Exam 
and/or by registering at Dixie College.  There 
are 12 required labs that are completed 
outside normal school hours.  A lab fee is 
required.

BOTH 
CHEMISTRY AND 
BIOLOGY

$35

BIOL 1610 Principles of Biology 1.4 11-12 Fulfills General Education Life Sciences 
requirement. Introductory course required of all 
Biology majors, including pre-health science, 
pre-nursing, pre-veterinary, pre-medical, pre-
dental, and other pre-professional students. 
Emphasizes the scientific method; cell 
processes, including basic chemistry, cellular 
level structure, and function; and the principles 
of inheritance, evolution and ecology. Fulfills 
prerequisite to most other Biology courses. 
Corequisite: BIOL 1615. FA, SP, SU.

Biology
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BIOL 1615
Principles of Biology I Lab 1 11-12 Lab portion of BIOL 1610. Lab fee required. 

Corequisite: BIOL 1610. FA, SP, SU
Taken with BIOL 
1610

3620 CHEMISTRY 1 10-12 Chemistry is a standard high school chemistry 
course in which you will study three main 
topics: (1) the structure and nature of matter 
and the changes it undergoes,  (2) the nature 
of energy and the changes it undergoes, and 
(3) the interactions of matter and energy.

$15

3720 ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
CHEMISTRY

1 11-12  best viewed as the second year of a two-year 
study preparing students for college/university 
level chemistry.  This is a rigorous course! 
College-level study will be required.  Students 
considering a major in Pre-Medicine, Pre-
Dental, Nursing and/or Engineering (as well as 
many others) will be better prepared for those 
programs having completed this course.  This 
is a very hands-on laboratory-oriented course.

CHEMISTRY 35 plus $90 test 
fee

3640 PHYSICS WITH 
TECHNOLOGY

1 10-12 In a hands on, lab based environment, this 
class covers the basic concepts of physics in 
an historical perspective, providing many 
practical examples that demonstrate the role of 
physics in their everyday life. This class is 
designed for the general student body, not 
seeking college credit for the physics course. 
There is less focus on the math behind the 
concepts being taught, but the class is still 
rigorous and thought provoking.
This class will give students 1.0 science credit 
and 1.0 credit of CTE. There is a lab fee that 
pays for supplies and equipment.

$15
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3130 ASTRONOMY 0.5 10-12 This class covers the history of the universe 

(Big Bang), the birth and death of stars (black 
holes), how our solar system was formed, and 
the interactions between the earth, moon, and 
sun. Special attention will also be given to 
learning the major constellations, galaxies, and 
stars that can be seen in the night sky. This 
class is a half year class so you may want to 
take that into consideration because the night 
sky changes throughout the year and different 
constellations will be visible in the fall/winter 
and the winter/spring.

3655 ENVIORNMENTAL 
SCIENCE

1 10-12 In a hands-on setting, students will discover 
the principles, concepts, and methods used to 
understand the interrelationships of the natural 
world. This course guides students towards 
identifying and analyzing environmental 
problems, and helps students evaluate the 
risks associated with these problems. We will 
explore potential solutions for and/or 
prevention of current local and global 
environmental issues. Topics in 1A include 
ecosystems, population ecology, biodiversity, 
conservation, Earth’s resources, climate, 
energy, and sustainable living.  There is a 
small fee to cover lab materials.

$15
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8353 MEDICAL ANATOMY AND 

PHYSIOLOGY
1 11-12 This full-year course provides students with an 

in-depth and rigorous study of healthcare 
careers, including actual clinical experiences in 
therapeutic, diagnostic, informational, and 
environmental healthcare settings.  Instruction 
includes intermediate anatomy and physiology, 
medical terminology, diseases and disorders, 
medical ethics, and first aid.  The class is 
designed to prepare students for the advanced 
health science course and/or for a variety of 
health technology programs.  Students 
considering a major in Pre-Medicine, Pre-
Dental, and/or Nursing will be better prepared 
for those programs in college having 
completed this course.  

CHEMISTRY OR 
BIOLOGY

$15

8660 PRE-ENGINEERING 1 12

Interested in the field of engineering? This is a 
project based class where we explore the 
various disciplines of engineering through 
practice. Plan, research, design, and even 
build projects that show your understanding of 
each engineering area. $10
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GENETICS 0.5 10-12

This course is an exploration of the nature of 
genetic systems. It includes the structure and 
function of chromosomes, their role in 
inheritance, and how they are transmitted. It 
will also explore the use of the laws of 
probability to predict the outcome of genetic 
crosses, the importance of genetics to modern 
medicine and criminology, and other 
technological applications. The ethical 
consequences of related technologies and 
applications will be explored.

ZOOLOGY 0.5 10-12

This course is a general overview of animal 
phyla emphasizing characteristics, variations in 
body plans and adaptations.  It includes an 
exploration of how biological diversity is a 
result of evolutionary processes and how 
animal groups differ from one another because 
of variations in the structure and function of 
organs and organ systems  

GEOLOGY 0.5 10-12

Deals with the development of geologic 
features in Utah’s southwest. Topics covered 
include Earth’s internal structure and how 
tectonic plates helped shape our local geology; 
atmospheric processes and how they affect 
local meteorology and geology; and how 
oceanography plays a role in our local geology 
and climate.
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ORGANIC 
CHEMISTRY 0.5 10-12

Organic chemistry is a branch of chemistry that 
deals with the organic compounds that form 
the basis of all earthly life. The course is 
intended to provide an introductory level of 
knowledge to students interested in the 
biological sciences, medicine, nursing, or who 
are simply interested in additional chemistry 
study.  Taking this course will better prepare 
students for further organic chemistry study in 
college.  We will study the structures, 
properties, composition, and reactions of 
carbon-containing compounds including 
hydrocarbons and carbon compounds 
containing halogens, oxygen and nitrogen, 
phosphorous and sulfur.


