
Desert Hills High School Graduation Requirements
FINE ARTS

1.5 credits from any of the following areas: visual arts, music, dance, theater
COURSE # COURSE NAME CREDIT GRADE DESCRIPTION PREREQUISITE FEE
1190 ART 

FOUNDATIONS II
0.5 10-12 Do you have a hard time choosing what art class to take?  

Well this is the class for you.  No skill is necessary.  We will 
do projects in drawing, clay, photography, painting, and 
sculpture.  This class will help you decide what you do best 
and if you want to continue with art.

$20

1130 ART HISTORY 0.5 10-12 This course is designed to provide an overview and 
appreciation of the Visual Arts. Provides an overview of 
studio production, and is designed to develop higher-level 
thinking, art-related technology skill, srt criticism, art history, 
and aesthetics. Art History beginning with the earliest form of 
known art and moving up through time to the present. Will 
also cover different eras such a baroque, renaissance, etc. 
Class will involve making art, analyzing art, discovering 
meaning art and contextualizing art ( finding meaning in 
works of art through setting and other modes of learning.)

1220 DRAWING I 0.5 10-12 Have you ever wanted to learn to draw but can only draw 
stick figures?  Here is your chance to master basic drawing.   
You will practice step by step techniques to help you become 
a confident artist.  At the end of the semester you will do a 
“masterpiece project”.  By using all the skills you learned you’
ll draw something that you will be proud to hang on your wall.

$20

1310 DRAWING II 0.5 11-12 In this class we will study several styles of drawing methods 
and techniques. It is a continuation of drawing I, but on a 
grander scale.  Students in this class will learn how to draw 
the human figure including facial features using charcoal, 
pastel, graphite, and color pencils.  Other projects will include 
drawing landscapes, fantasy drawing, and story drawing.  
There will be a “masterpiece project” for this class as well.  
Come and join us!

Drawing I $20

1110 CERAMICS 0.5 10-12 Come and play in the mud with us and create pieces out of 
clay to use daily in your kitchen and room. You will learn 
wheel throwing and hand building techniques.  Projects will 
include bowls, platters, cups, and covered jars.  

$ 30

1270 CERAMICS II 0.5 11-12 1270  CERAMICS II (11-12)                                .5 credit
Prerequisite:  Ceramics I
Materials fee $30
If you have fallen in love with clay, take Ceramics II.  You will 
further advance your skills by learning more technical ways of 
throwing and hand building.  Projects include teapots, larger 
pots, and more advanced ways of glazing.  You will also start 
to develop your own personal style.  

Ceramics I $ 30



Desert Hills High School Graduation Requirements
FINE ARTS

1.5 credits from any of the following areas: visual arts, music, dance, theater
COURSE # COURSE NAME CREDIT GRADE DESCRIPTION PREREQUISITE FEE
1280 CERAMICS III 1 11-12 Ceramics I & II $ 30

1140 SCULPTURE 0.5 10-12 Are you the type that likes to build unique objects?  In this 
class there will be a variety of assignments that hopefully suit 
your fancy.  The projects range from a clay African tribal 
mask, money bank, wire figurine, jewelry, paper mache, and 
using ordinary objects to create a shape sculpture.   

$30

1200 PAINTING 0.5 11-12 Come experience the exciting world of color!  In one 
semester you will gain a strong foundation in painting that will 
enable you to paint what you see.  You will learn how to use 
different paint media, color theory, how to mix colors, painting 
techniques, and textures.  The final will be a project of your 
choice.  Come learn, practice, and master painting 
techniques.  Materials fee required.

Drawing l $35

1290 PAINTING II 0.5 11-12 Now that you understand painting, this is where the fun 
begins!  We will be doing projects that go off the scale for 
creativity.  Students in this class will get to choose their 
subjects and media to use.  The possibilities are endless!  

Painting I $35

8624 BASIC DIGITAL 
PHOTOGRAPHY

0.5 10-12 An introduction to commercial digital photography, this course 
will cover basic digital photo concepts such as: purchasing an 
appropriate digital camera, taking a quality photo, editing 
images (Photoshop), and printing images. It is recommended 
that the student have access to a digital camera of their own. 
However, cameras are available for over-night use as 
needed. Digital SLR and point-and-shoot camera functions 
will be covered. No camera cell-phones or PDA's may be 
used. Adobe Photoshop software and studio lighting 
techniques will be taught and used extensively. May be 
counted as either Fine Arts or CTE credit.

$ 15
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8626 ADVANCED  

COMMERCIAL 
PHTOGRAPHY

0.5 11-12 This photography course will be a follow up course to the 
Basic Digital Photography class and is preparation for a 
professional photography career. This class will cover more 
of the fundamentals of Art/Design through multiple photo-
shoots and professional photo-editing techniques. Adobe 
Photoshop will be covered and used extensively. Outdoor 
and studio lighting concepts and techniques will be explored 
through hands-on sessions. Students will produce show 
quality matted prints for display, along with a professional 
portfolio. Students will be required to have access to a Digital 
SLR camera. The course may count as Fine Art or CTE 
credit.

Basic Digital 
Photography

$25

8615 GRAPHIC ARTS 
INTRO

0.5 10-12 Basic Graphics is an introductory semester course that is 
designed to introduce students to the essential areas of 
graphic and visual communications.  Elements of design, 
digital photo reproduction, printing processes, computer 
graphics, and art preparation will be studied with an emphasis 
on a “hands-on” approach to learning.  Students will print 
items such as stickers, T-shirts, hats, notepads, business 
cards, and other print-related media.

$ 30 + a 
screen

1671 CHOIR-WOMENS 1 10-12 Women's choir is an advanced choral group for girls only. 
Girls wishing to join the class must have approval from choir 
director. 

Audition participati
on fee

1820 CHOIR- CONCERT 1 10-12 This course is open to all students.  The primary 
considerations given to vocal productions will be ear training 
and music fundamentals.  Two-, three-, and four-part music 
will be performed.

robe and 
participati
on fee

1680A CHOIR- CHAMBER 1 10-12 Chamber Choir is the elite choir on campus and is for those 
who have the desire and ability to perform in a select mixed 
chamber choral ensemble.  Vocal production and ear training 
skills are improved through rehearsal and performance.  
Attention is given to improving music reading ability and the 
understanding of mood, form, and style in choral music.  This 
is a performance choir and costuming is required. Chamber 
Choir rehearses in the morning before school.

Audition
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1700 MUSIC 

APPRECIATION
0.5 10-12 This course is designed for students who seek the 

opportunity to extend their musical understanding, heighten 
music listening skills, and increase their ability to respond 
more fully to music.  Students in this course will study music 
in a variety of genres, from the Middle Ages to present day.  
Experiences will include opportunities to experiment with 
sounds, analyze famous compositions representative of most 
styles, and inquire into music’s connections to contemporary 
life, history, and cultures.  Emphasis is on listening.

1740 CONCERT BAND 1 10 This band is for all students who are not in Symphonic band. 
Students will participate in 4-6 concerts per year and play a 
variety of musical styles. Students will also continue to learn 
music fundamentals and rehearsal skills. All students enrolled 
in concert band are required to participate in the Thunder Pep 
Band, playing at all home football games, and at region home 
boys and girls basketball games. Marching Band is an 
optional activity that will take place before school hours 
during the month of August. Advancement to symphonic band 
is possible during the year based on instrument needs and an 
audition.

$     
participati
on fee, 
Shirt fee 
and 
tux/dress 
fee

1810A SYMPHONIC BAND 1 11-12 1810A SYMPHONIC BAND (11-12)                            1 credit
The Symphonic band is for advanced band students. 
Students will participate in 4-6 concerts per year, learn more 
difficult music and play a variety of musical styles. Students 
will also continue to learn music fundamentals and rehearsal 
skills.All students enrolled in symphonic band are required to 
participate in the Thunder Pep Band, playing at all home 
football games, and at region home boys and girls basketball 
games. Marching Band is an optional activity that will take 
place before school hours during the month of August.  

Audition $      + 
Shirt fee 
and 
tux/dress 
fee

1810 JAZZ ENSEMBLE 1 10-12 Description: The Thunder Jazz Ensemble is the top 
instrumental group at DHHS. Students will participate in a 
one- to two-week audition that will include sight reading, 
improvisation, and swing concepts in May. Students must be 
proficient on their instrument and be familiar with scales and 
improvisation. The Jazz Ensemble meets every morning at 7. 
The band will consist of five saxophones (two altos, two 
tenors, one bari) four to five Trumpets, four trombones, piano, 
bass, guitar, and drumset. As the top performing group, the 
Jazz Ensemble will perform often outside of school hours.

Audition and school 
music ensemble

$ 15 
Travel,  
$25 
Instrumen
t rental
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1770 PERCUSSION 1 10-12 This class is for students who can already read and 

understand music.  Students are expected to achieve 
proficiency in snare rudiments, keyboard-mallet scales and 
technique, tympani and auxiliary equipment.  This class 
requires participation in pep band and concert or symphonic 
band performances as well as solo and ensemble 
performances.

Audition
$ 85 
Travel, $ 
25 
Instrumen
t rental

1860 ADVANCED 
ORCHESTRA

1 10-12 This course provides opportunities to foster and refine 
musical expression through instrumental performance, 
analytical/evaluative skills and aesthetic judgment.  Study 
includes the care and cultivation of beautiful tone, the ability 
to read music with fluency, the polishing of performance 
skills, team spirit, and responsible rehearsal habits.  Students 
will have opportunities to experience the spontaneity of 
improvisation and the creative process of composition.  
Students will hone listening skills and increase their ability to 
analyze and critique music and music performances.  
Attention will also be given to relating their music experiences 
to the time and culture of the pieces they study, as well as to 
contemporary society.

Intermediate 
Orchestra or 
instrument 
proficiency

participati
on fee

1800 AP MUSIC THEORY 1 10-12 This is a college-level class that will focus on advanced 
musical concepts such as chord progressions, ear training, 
melodic and harmonic dictation, music intonation, scales, 
score analysis, sight singing, and more. Students should be 
fluent in both clefs (treble and bass). Passing the AP test will 
give students college Fine Arts credits.  

Participation in 
school music 
ensemble

$90 test 
fee

271010 CE Music 1010 0.5 11-12 (1 full credit will be awarded upon successful completion) 
Fulfills General Education Fine Arts requirement. An 
introductory survey of the elements, style periods, and 
standard repertoire of Western traditional art music. 
Emphasis given to improving the student's listening skills. 
Includes lecture, demonstration, and discussion of 
representative musical examples and historical background 
on composers and musical genres. Assignments may include 
attendance at specific concerts, written projects, and 
individual listening. Students who successfully complete this 
course will gain a broader knowledge of musical elements 
and how they are characteristically used in each major style 
period, along with eveloping better listening skills through 
perception, understanding, and practice. A textbook purchase 
will be required.
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1700 HISTORY OF ROCK 

(Music Appreciation)
0.5 10-12 Students will explore the history and foundations of rock 

music starting with Elvis Presley in the 1950's and continuing 
with the Beatles and Bob Dylan in the 60's, Pink Floyd and 
Disco in the 70's, Michael Jackson and Madonna in the 80's 
and more up to the present day. Students will learn in- depth 
information about the styles, artists, and songs from each of 
these time periods. Students will also listen and be exposed 
to the many different rock styles that have come since the 
1950's.

1901 DANCE 1 10-12 This is a beginning-level dance course that builds dance 
knowledge and skill in technique, improvisation, 
choreography, artistic expression, performance, history, 
culture, life skills, and connections to other curricular areas.  
This class may be used as either Art credit or Healthy 
Lifestyles credit.

1911 DANCE ll 1 10-12 This is an intermediate-level dance course that continues to 
build dance knowledge and skill in technique, improvisation, 
choreography, artistic expression, performance, history, 
culture, life skills, and connections to other curricular areas.  
This class may be used as either Art credit or Healthy 
Lifestyles credit.

Dance l or Teacher 
Approval

1920 DANCE lll 1 10-12 This is an advanced-level dance course that continues to 
build dance knowledge and skill in technique, improvisation, 
choreography, artistic expression, performance, history, 
culture, life skills, and connections to other curricular areas.  
This class may be used as either Art credit or Healthy 
Lifestyles credit.

Dance ll or Teacher 
Approval

1940 SOCIAL DANCE l 0.5 10-12 This course teaches dance skills from many eras and 
cultures, including waltz, fox trot, swing, line dance, and 
tango, to name a few.  The history and music of each style is 
taught, along with the etiquette and manners of dancing in a 
social context.  This class may be used as either Art or 
Healthy Lifestyles credit.

1941 SOCIAL DANCE ll 0.5 10-12 This course will cover and enhance skills learned in Social 
Dance I, using more advanced techniques.  Some of the 
curriculum will include more difficult dances as well as basic 
partnering and lifts.  Choreography is also a component of the 
curriculum.  This class can be used as either Art or Healthy 
Lifestyles credit.

Social Dance
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1901 M MEN'S DANCE 0.5 10-12 Dance is a universal language, an expressive and vibrant art 

with the capacity to unify the physical, mental, social, 
emotional, aesthetic, and spiritual sides to all human 
activities. Dance for Athletes is a Semester long course 
designed to help athletes improve on agility, coordination, 
flexibility, stamina and balance, through exercises like, Yoga, 
Pilates, Kinesiology and exploring the varieties of dance 
styles such as ballet for footwork and coordination, modern 
for agility and balance, and jazz for coordination and strength. 
Learn to jump higher, move faster, balance better, kick farther 
and prevent injury in this class designed for Athletes.

1950 THEATER 
FOUNDATIONS l

0.5 10-12 This course offers an introduction to the basics of theater.  
Course study includes theater history, stage terminology, play 
analysis, pantomime, improvisation, characterization, and 
beginning voice and diction.  Successful completion of the 
class will give students a better understanding and 
appreciation of theater.  Additional course work includes 
study of theatre history, monologue and scene presentation, 
stage production, role development, play analysis and 
production, and improvisation. Emphasis is on material for 
regional and state presentation as well as play production.

1960 THEATER 
FOUNDATIONS ll

1 11-12 This course continues the study of theater.  Course work 
includes study of theatre history, monologue and scene 
presentation, stage production, role development, play 
analysis and production, and improvisation. Emphasis is on 
material for regional and state presentation as well as play 
production.

Theater Foundations 
l

201013 THEATER 1013 
INTRODUCTION TO 
THEATRE

0.5 (1 full 
credit will 
be 
awarded 
upon 
successful 
completion
)

THEA 1013 Introduction to Theatre:  Fulfills general 
education fine arts requirements.  Emphasizes the 
appreciation skills needed to become discriminating audience 
member of live theatre, including producing, play writing, 
direction, acting, designing and critiquing.  Students must 
attend live theatre productions, readings, lecture, audio/video, 
demonstrations, discussions, quizzes, test, and exercises are 
also used.  Students must attend Dixie State University 
theatre productions. Successful completers will be more 
discerning and sensitive theatre audience members.  This is 
a non-performing course.  A text book purchase will be 
required.
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1980 STAGE CRAFT 

TECHNOLOGY
0.5 10-12 An introductory course to the areas of technical theater, 

including stage terminology, production organization and 
management, theater architecture, stage equipment, and 
design of lights and set.  Students will design and construct 
sets for school productions and participate backstage in 
either the musical or spring play productions. Involvement in 
school productions is a requirement for this course.

1981 ADVANCED 
TECHNICAL 
THEATER (STAGE 
CREW)

1 11-12 The focus of this class is the care and maintenance of the 
stage and its equipment.  Students in this course will be 
responsible for operation of lights and sound for school 
productions, concerts, assemblies, as well as community 
rentals.  Involvement in school productions is a requirement 
for this course.

Stage Craft Tech

4260 FILM STUDIES 0.5 10-12 Students will view films in a variety of genres, study elements 
of film development, film history, plot, script, acting, setting, 
costume, photography, direction, editing, and sound.  This 
course will teach students to critique various types of films.

1990 FILM MAKING 0.5 10-12 This course is designed to provide an overview and 
introduction to the four most basic phases of film making: 
development, pre-production, production, and post-
production. This course covers high-level thinking skills and 
and art-related technology skills with the emphasis on the 
creation of films in either traditional or electronic media. 
Course will include guest speakers from the film and 
television industry as well as the production of two films.

It is highly 
recommended 
students have taken 
one of the following 
before this course: 
Film Studies, 
Drawing, 
Printmaking, 
Sculpture, 
Photography, 
Painting, Ceramics, 
or 3-D design.
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